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At the start of this semester I was very worried. This was my first year and I was not sure 

what to expect. My writing has not always been the best but nor did I think it was the worst. 

Initially, I chose this FIQWS topic simply because psychopathology itself has always been so 

intriguing to me. Although, other than learning the informative aspect of this subject, the writing 

sector of the class has heavily aided me in strengthening my literary skills. As the semester 

progressed so did my reading and writing abilities. There were many components that came into 

play. These of which included analyzation, locating sources, the usage of different resources and 

then implementing said sources with the understanding of the common rhetorical terms. All of 

which was then followed by criticism/feedback and overall revision of written pieces.  

Majority, if not all the assignments that were given were based on specific texts. Many of 

which were fairly difficult. This being the case, we were taught multiple methods in breaking up 

the text allowing us to get a better understanding or in other words simply analyzing the texts in 

different perspectives. Furthermore we would then be able to share these different inputs we had 

together as a class in a collaborative effort which would in turn guide us and be used as a model 

for our corresponding assignment. This concept of exploring and analyzing different writings 
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and readings within a variety of genres and rhetorical situations is one of the many course 

learning outcomes that I managed to achieve. 

With regards to our writing assignments, there have been instances where we were 

required to gather outside sources. Before this course, I never really knew how to properly scout 

out reliable sources, let alone use the CCNY library database. Fortunately, throughout this course 

and also the library sessions that were provided, I was able to do so. For instance, our third 

prompt which was the Critical Analysis required us to integrate two different sources found via 

CCNY library data system. I recall during my first attempt looking for a source, I was barely 

capable of maneuvering through the site, simply because I was overwhelmed with all the 

different categories. Anyhow, after having my first library session I then learnt the basics of 

locating sources in general.. This would definitely also be considered one of the course learning 

outcomes that I managed to succeed.  

Comprehensively, there have been many different techniques that I have learned in 

attention to the structure and overall quality of my writing. One of the most important being the 

following rhetorical terms, genre, exigence, purpose, audience and stance. I have always been 

familiar with these terms but I can definitely say I have not paid enough mind to it as I should 

have till now. I usually tend to just write off the top of my head which now I am aware is not the 

best way to go or at least for final compositions. I realized how essential it is to keep certain 

aspects such as these rhetoric terms in mind to not only strengthen my writing but also to guide 

my readers. For example, if comparing my first assignment (Literary Narrative) as compared to 

my last (Critical Analysis), it is clearly evident how close gapped and concise the pieces are from 

one another. Alongside, this brings up another writing strategy which I’ve grown upon, the 
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concept of reiterating the main thesis. Just as with the rhetoric terms, it is clearly noticeable how 

I lacked on this from my first to last assignments. These are only two of the strategies which I’ve 

learned to equip but there are numerous more such as the BEAM and Toulum methods. 

Substantially these two methods have also abetted me in notice of solidifying my arguments and 

evidence. All in all, I would definitely say recognizing and practicing these rhetorical terms and 

strategies in writing situations  would beside as one of the course learning outcomes I’ve 

accomplished. 

And lastly comes revision. Of course, after submitting one assignment after another, I 

would find multiple errors followed by criticism. However with the use of this, I was then able to 

apply the correct formats on to my next piece of work. At first I assumed it would be quite 

straightforward based off of prior english/writing classes I had in high-school, but I was 

mistaken. These revisions usually took multiple drafts and I learnt this from one assignment to 

the next. For instance, one key element in the editing process was as mentioned before, criticism 

and feedback. As part of this procedure, we the students would take part in peer review 

workshops. Essentially the purpose of this was to help one another in finding hidden errors that 

we the writers may have missed. Nonetheless, based off of the feedback we would give to one 

another, we would then be able to use it to further bolster our papers. I can definitely say this 

concept of developing strategies for drafting,, revising and editing in a collaborative and social 

aspect  is not one but two of the crucial course learning outcomes that I have accomplished. 

Be that as it may, there are still certain course learning outcomes that I have yet to fully 

master. One specifically being, the understanding and using of print and digital technologies to 

address a range of audience. Although I may not have fully excelled, I definitely did learn a lot 
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and improved as a whole. Hopefully with hard work and patience, soon enough I will be at the 

status I desire.  

 

 

 


